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On! my Friends, as ſoon believe the Devif himſelf 
is dead, as be perſuaded, that Sin is all deftroyed in 
you; or that you are ſo perfect, as that Sin doth not 
dwell in your mortal Bodies. Tremble at the Thought. 
It is falſe and unſcriptural, Fly the Deluſion. 
the Spawn of pharifaic Pride and: ſelf-· righteous Arro- 
gance. Attend to the awful Inſtances of this Janger-. 
a T eee 


: 4 * 


I gocd Fight of Faith, ſuffer me to ſound an Alarm |} 
in your Camp. Danger is near: Be on your Guard. 
The Enemy approaches: Stand to your Arms. He has 

"oa ey or and prevailed over ſome of your profefied 

_ Brethren. © Some are deceived by his Craft, and are 
fallen into his deceitful Snares. Be not ye ignorant of 
bis Devices. Beware of the ſubtle Wiles of the Ene- 
my of Truth, When he tempts to Antinomian Licen- 
 Liouſneſs, he appears as the Prince of Darkneſs, and 
Fou may diſcover his cloven Foot: But now, he 
. transforms himſelf into an Angel of Light, and deceives and 
- beguiles under the ſpecious Pretence of 81NLEss PEr- 
'FECTION. Hence poor Sinners are deceived into a 
vain unſcriptural Notion, that Sin is all deſtroyed, their 
Foes all vanquiſhed, the Battle is over, and they, have 
gained a complete Victory; fo that the Fight of Faith 
is at an End, and you may now ſafely lay down your 
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1 ali "OY why we. have' ſeen. in this our Day; WY 
ten Judge, my Friends, if ye have not the utmoſt 


Necck to take the ole Advice of the Apoſtle: Put 


en the whole Armour of GOD, that ye may be able to W 


avain/l the Miles of the Devil. old faſt the Sword of 


{ # Spirit, which is the Ward of GOD. Learn ye well to 
weild- this ſpiritual Weapon: fo ſhall” ye be ſafe, en 


the Captain of your Salvation, againſt both the violent 
Attacks and MO, Seductibns of | your ſpicitual Ene- 
mies. . 


Ie is Hot, many Months fines the following elan 


choly Affair happened to a Perſon who was deceiv- 
ed eh the aw al Deluſion of finleſs Perfection. He £ 
attended abc, where this unſcriptural Notion is 
taught and inſiſted on, and he imagined he had at- 
tained” it; and with Confidence 5 that he was 


pure and holy and free from Sin, free from the leaſt 


Spot or Defiſement of Cortuption; that he had liver 

_ tome Time in this State, without committing Sin, { MP 
Thought, Word or Deed: - And this Man was ve 

. _ conſiſtent, (much more fo than thoſe who pretend 

to this State, and allow they ſhall die) for he openly de- 

_ rlared,” that he was not mortal like other Men, like 
other poor Sinners. He afferted, he ſhould never die; 
but that his Body would be changed, and become ſpi- 

_ . ritual and tranſparent. But how ended his Deluſion ? 155 

what Was the Conſequence of this poor Mad-man's 

golden Dream? Awful and alarming! One Day, as 
dae was in his Garden, he came into his. Houſe and faid, 
le had received a Blow from an inviſible Hand, on 
one Side of his Face, which preſently ſwelled; and he 

Aid not long after this retain his Reaſon, but fell into 

>. _ the moſt deplorable State, ſometimes [barking like a 
Dog, aud belching out che moſt hotrid Oaths and 
dreadful Blaſphemies ; in his Countenance he ap earcd 
with all the 6 


rafe and Malice of the moſt enra d Ene- 


ö wh . e all who tame to viſit him; and in this 
Jy le Condition he continue ſore Time and died. 
7 Shocking and terrifying! A Warning, this, one would 
hae thought," to his deluded Butt en; 5 ſoflicient te 
"UNGECEIVE Yori in "heir vain e 
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his perfect Brethren iti 
and wel their public Meetings at one Place and ano- 
ther, where one Mr. Bel uſed to exhibit. This poor 


pronouncing What e upon the Souls of 1 
| n 


falfe Report, that * he came to his - Senſes, 


We: and died very happ of? Rut E contra 15 aſſerted from 
3 wool Authority. i x 


" Such was the End, the lebe and; abedhs. - 
End of this Pexfon's vain Boaſting and unſcriptural 
Deluſions, concerning S$1NLESs PERFECTION. Vet 
Mi perſiſted in their Notions, 


deluded Man pretended to the Diſcernment of Sebi, 


preſent, 1 5 the Influence of the Holy Spirit; What 
Fon r. N s were that Moment, ne forth from 
271 7 F ſuch a Soul. - And fo great was = 
bon en and ee with /the 1 
za I-have heard him frequently declare, *.Gop bim- 


- Bir bath. told. me ſo and ſo. Yea, to ſuch: horrid . 


I ngths have theſe Perſons been carried, as publicly to 


17 appeal to Og If himſelf in (what they call) Prayer, ny 


1 17 5 this blaſphemous Delulion, that they are 
= as righteaus, and as pure as (OD HIMSELF, 


| 8 5 Wonder when Perſons are thus deceived in their 


#7; 0 Judgment of; themſelves, that the Enemy ſhoyld delude 
172 . to ſet bp. Imaginations for par ain and pre- 


d to ſoretel future Events? This is notorious. 
154 28ch Day of February laſt was fixed by them 4 
the! general eſtruction and total e of the 


ſe Nations. of the World, and the Coming of our Saviour. 
5 0 they mes tetended yas revealed to them by Gon him- 


have been crechibly informed, near a Hun · 
25 1 to have this Maiter made clear to them; 
2 10 one W ee e eee by. ach 


15 . Dart Day Ee being © come, in the Eveping 


he] 15 4 r ſome oſ eee Fluten 4 


vent, 575 gy the F 


* 15 1 ; f 2 ro 755 Pre Ea ut Time, that gend! 
| » Diſcoverer, of 


| n uch Prophehes, 
Le their foal Excors ai a . 


3 bal Hot wi Eflect, For inflead chains open 8 
1 wy they.cndeavoured to ſtifle the Aﬀair, and gave 
Gl 0 


1 5 J 


"nk Tie bee Bolt of Twelve apjcotcdt; 
and they broke off their Exerciſes of Singing and Prayer 


in ſilent Sadneſs, and retired in Perplexity of Mind and 
1 Diffrels of Spirit. | 


bee thus dried ed We 


is it any Marvel if the Enemy js a direct 5 
20 Gon Method, and ende outs to e Tip 


oD's Word, and to diſbelieve even the Truths - 
of the Goſpel, and to deny all Experience of the Life 


and Power of Chriſtianity on the Soul, as meer 


Fancy and Deluſion? And in Truth, this I am well in- 


formed is the Caſe, at leaſt with ſome of theſe Perſan .- 
But, my Friends, let us not inſult, but pity them; ler 


us not triumph over them becauſe they are fallen 


but pray to him who bath Compaſſion on them that aro 
_ out of the Way, for them; y they may 1þ 4 
though ee they may be well-meaning, 

they have been taken captive by the marge 


recover them out of his Snare, Aer, arm teach us 50 


ee ar * 


Widom! But whence ſprang their Deluſion? Wat 


_ the the fr Cauſe of it? Pride; not thinking ſoberly, but 
je gig Brava Bi, highly of themſelves than they ought to 
think; 


the Deluſions of the Enemy. Thus in che 

the ion of the a Yu-$HALL IA as 'Gobs, | 
TE Leary oi 's Fall and- Overthrow:: 80 now, che Source 
and _— of this preſent Deluſion, is the Notion of” | 
| SINLESS ERFECTION. This unſcriptural Doctrine, 


Beginning. 


it is well known hath been taught among us for m 


Vears, and this State of /mle/5 Perfeftion, inſiſted nay 


____ a5 attainable in this Life. We have now (cen the woful 
Effects of it. And oh, into what Lying, Blaſphewy — 


- " Deluſion have theſe poor Souls fallen! But is it any 


Wonder that Perſons of weak Heads and warm Imagi. 


ing lifted up: Sith Pride, they have fallen under 47 | 


wil nations, who are overned more by Fancy and Fe To 2 q 
than the Word of. ee Fen eluded ? For | — 


if Profeſſors ate taught and do really believe this State 


4 i atainable, De or Preanptim will be the unavoidse 
able k m— The Honeſt and Sincere, will bg: 4 
in conddaial Diſtreſs, knowing they have not attained | 
Wes ng e will be deluded „ 


with 
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wick a vain Notion that they do enjoy this ſirileſs State: 

But, my Friends, when you meet with ſuch pretended: 
Angels in Peſt] ſuch Doves without Gall, ſuch per- 
fat People, be aſſured you fee Perſons perfectly deluded; 
tr they: have loſt” Sight of thetfiſetves, and know not 


: A þ 4 * 
3 : 


_ - _ .therr true Character; they fancy they are not Sinners, 


theretore they have no Need of Jeſus our Saviour; they 
war not the precious Blood of Chriſt to cleanſe them 
from Sin, for the | have no Sin; they need not the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt to be imputed for Juſtifieation, 
for they have a perfec? inherit one of their own; they 


Want tfot the Mediation and Interceſſion of Chriſt before 


the Throne, for a per fat? Creature can have an imme - 
diate Acceſs to a perfect Gop. And what have ſuch to 
do with Faith, living by Faith on the Son of Cop, 


who have ſuch Puings Perſecrimm in themielves? Take 


Heed ſuch deceive you not, by their ſpecious Bretences, 
 Shew and Appearance. By the Word of Gov try the 
Spirits. Lou no where find in the ſacred Oracles, of 


{5 an one, either of the Prophets, Apeſtles, or Saints of | 


Go, who ever pretended to a State of Freedom from 
Sim in this Life, or ſuch a Perfection as many now boaſt. 

_ of. No, quite the reverſe. Nat one Text can be 
brought to prove ſuch a Statè; but many to the contra- 
ry. But really, it is ſtrange and ſhocking to obſerve, 
__ what Arts, Quibbles and E aſions, theſe Perſons have 


 Fecourſe to. in order to maintaiti and ſupport this golden 


Pream of Folly' and Madneis, -S$1NLEsS PERFECTION. 
As a flagrant Inſtance of this, ſee à Reply to thoſe ex- - 
. cellent Queries, offered to thoſe who profes -/in!zjs. Per- 
Jictian, by a faithful and judicious Miniſter of Chriſt, 
and his Rejoinder, The ſcriptural, rational, experienced 
Chriſtian, may eafily detect and diſcover, that the vain 
Pretenſions to , Per faltian, hate their Riſe from 


theſe three Things. 1. From à Blindnels to, and Igno: 


rance of what the Chriſtian is; conſidered in himſelf, even 
_aker Regeneration and Convetſion. 2. Not knowing 
nor allowing the Purity, - Spirituality of the Law orf 


Sop, and chat Perfection it requires. And, 3. Like 
de Paßiſls, giving ſoft Appellations to Sin, calling it 


nmties, and deeming it meetly venial and trifling. 


e 


"T*}. 


Ani 1 add, leſt the teſtified Experience 8 holy 
Apoſtle ſhould militate againſt this favourite Noti 


Haul himſelf muſt be made out both a Liar and a Deceiver, | 
f Py his th Chap. to the Romans : for, ſays he, wth ch Mind, = 


bf T ye evt the Lato of GOD, tut with my Fl {ſerve} 
"the 


aw. of Sin. But ſay the Per eehomſts, Paul ſpake 69 


not this of 7 rental, but of another Perſon ; or, if of him- 
ſelf, it was while ke was in an wee ede Eſtate. But 
the Man who will, aſſett this, muſt firſt have ſhook 
Hands with Fruth and common Senſe; for it is con- 
trary to both. To, Truth: Can an voconverted Per- 
ſon ſetve che Law of Gop; with his Mind To oommon 
Senſe: Can I e, be underſtood to mean another 


Perſon ? Fruth wants no fuch Arts and Evaſions? it 
ſeeks them not. When they are uſed, it can be to no good 
End. That Chriſtian, who by Faith underſtands- and 


knows the Fulneſs of that Salvation which is in Chriſt 
Jeſus, is not afraid to ſee and own the Miſery and Ruins 
of the Fall, knowing that where Sin "hath abonmlel. 


_ Grace doth' much more ae; that & Sin hath reigned un- 


4% Death, Grace reigns threw , Rightenufneſs unte eternal 


Ti by by Fafus Chr, Rom. v. 21. This is the Founda- | 
dion of every true Believer's Hope. He rejoices in Chriſt _ 
Jeſus, and has no Confidence in the Fleſh. - He builds 

upon the free Grace of Gov, and the Righteouſneſs "ws. 
Jeſus Chriſt; through which the divine Spitit is poured 

from on High to fanify' him. And every Believer in 
Jeſus is ſanctified. There is not an tenholy Believer, —— 


nor a /inleſs Believer on Earth. 


Reader, if thou believeſt in 1 with thy 8 | 
12 00 art called to be holy i in all Manner of Converſatin; 
do bring forth the Fruits of- 1 in thy Life. Ang 
"wes, of Holineſs, and delight in it 
after the inward Man: being renewed in the Spirit of | | | 
thy Mind, thou wilt go on perfecting Halineſs, This is 


thou doſt love the 


the Will of thy Saviour. And thou loveſt him, and 


© laveſt his Will and his Way, becauſe he hath 1 


fr ftw thee- with his Blood, juftified thee by 


Righteouſneſs, and ſanctihed x”. by his Spirit. 1 0 8 0 
more thou knoweſt of thy Sunctification, the more 1 
will aan ca e who * es think le FE. 
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